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 Regional trade
 Powerful engine for economic growth and sustainable job creation

 Priority for the South African (SA) government

 National Development Plan (NDP)
 Identifies exports as an engine for rapid and more inclusive economic 

growth 

 NDP requires 6% annual growth in exports to support

 5.6% annual growth in GDP

 Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA)
 Important export destination for SA after the GFC of 2008

 However, SA exports still remains relatively short-lived and smaller 
than exports to some of its traditional markets (World Bank, 2014)
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1.2 RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND AIMS

 Overall question

 Is SA utilising its sustained export potential in SSA, based on the 

country’s actual exports over a five-year period from 2010 to 2014?

 Secondary questions

 What sustainable export opportunities exist for SA in SSA countries?

 If there is evidence of underutilisation or non-utilisation of sustained 

export opportunities identified in SSA 

 Which of the sustained export opportunities should SA policymakers, 

export promotion organisations, and industry associations focus their 

attention on?

 Overall aim

 Evaluate South Africa’s utilisation of sustained export potential in SSA

 Secondary aims

 Determine which markets offer consistently large and/or growing 

import demand in SSA over a five-year period from 2010 to 2014

 Determine which products South Africa consistently export 

competitively over a five-year period from 2010 to 2014

 Identify sustained export opportunities that exists for SA in SSA

 Providing practical insights that will inform future policymaking and 

planning
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1.3 RESEARCH METHOD

Step 1.1

• Identifying consistently large and/or growing import 
demand in SSA for all products (HS6) over a five-year 
period from 2010 to 2014

Step 1.2

• Identifying products which South Africa consistently 
export competitively (sustainable exports) over a five-
year period from 2010 to 2014

Step 2

• Matching SSA markets (product-country 
combinations) with consistently large and/or growing 
import demand to SA’s consistently competitive 
export supply products

Step 3

• Evaluating SA’s utilisation of sustained export 
potential in SSA



SSA countries excluding South Africa Total

S
te

p
 1

.1

Products imported by SSA countries (excluding South Africa) 5 222

Product-country combinations in all SSA countries (excluding 

South Africa)
163 452

Product-country combinations selected in step 1.1 (with 

consistently large and/or  growing import demand from 2010 to 

2014)

223

Product-country combinations eliminated in this step 163 229
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SSA countries excluding South Africa Total

S
te

p
 1

.2

Products exported by South Africa 5,224

Products consistently competitively exported  by South Africa 

(i.e. sustainable exports) selected in step 1.2 (with RCA > 0.7 

and RTA > 0) in 2010 to 2014

604

Products exported by South Africa eliminated in step 1.2 (with 

RCA < 0.7 and RTA < 0)
4,620
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SSA countries excluding South Africa Total

S
te

p
 2

Product-country combinations with consistently large and/or 

growing import demand in SSA (selected in step 1.1)
223

Products exported by South Africa consistently competitively (i.e. 

sustainable exports) selected in step 1.2 (with RCA > 0.7 and RTA 

> 0)

604

Matched product-country combinations 94

Product-country combinations eliminated in step 2 129

Products exported by South Africa consistently competitively (i.e. 

sustainable exports) eliminated in this step
510
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01 - 05 Animal and animal products

06 - 15 Vegetables and vegetable products

16 - 24 Food products

25 - 26 Minerals

27 Fuels

28 - 38 Chemicals and allied industries

39 - 40 Plastic or rubber

41 - 43 Hides and skins

44 - 49 Wood and wood products

50 - 63 Textiles and clothing

64 - 66 Footwear

67 Articles of human or animal hair

68 - 71 Stone and glass

72 - 83 Metals

84 - 85 Machinery and electrical

86 - 89 Transportation

90 - 97 Miscellaneous

Matched product-country combinations

ZAF's Sustainable exports

Consistently large and or growing import demand in SSA

Comparison of results obtained in step 1.1, step 1.2 and step 2 at HS2-digit level
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54; 58%

5; 5%

15; 16%

20; 21%

Growing Extinct No trade Declining

South Africa’s utilisation of sustained export potential in SSA (Step 3)
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Growing Declining, No trade, and Extinct
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 Conclusions

 SA is utilising 58% of its sustained export potential in SSA

 Mostly in Eastern Africa 

 SA is underutilising 21% of its sustained export potential in SSA

 SA is not utilising at all 21% of its sustained export potential in SSA

 Mostly in Central and Western Africa

 Recommendations

 Investigating the reasons behind SA’s under and non-utilisation of 

sustained export potential in SSA.

 Future firm level research can be undertaken to broaden the understanding 

of the results obtained in this study.

1.5 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
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